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My thesis idea began with my desire to exploring the
world. Thesis in GD MFA program is a very valuable
opportunity. Therefore, | hope | can use this chance to
do something of my own interest. | have never stopped
thinking about the universe, mankind, the known

and the unknown, and I have a passion for seeking to
rewrite the very definition of being human, expanding
the concept of identity by denying its singularity and
refusing the traditional ideas about humanity and the
human condition.

I know it is a great fortune and privilege to be able
to purse a MFA degree, so it is very important to think
about what kind of attitude I should voice and what
kind of role I should play. I hope my design can help
people think beyond their own identity and understand
the world in a more open way.
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Male Pregnancy is one of popular
plots setting in female fanfic
culture and females enjoy seeing
their appreciating male characters
suffering from pregnancy and
becoming vulnerable. This is the
embodiment of fanfic community
females gazing at males and
showing what these females want
to see in this process. The project

explores why and what females
enjoy when they see Male Pregnancy,
and try to create a space where the
power dynamic between genders

is inverted, and gives females the
agency to look, feminizing and
objectify the male body.
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Glossary

Male: the biological sex that typically produces relatively small, usually motile
gametes which fertilize the eggs of a female.

Female: the biological sex that typically produces eggs.

Fanwork: A fanwork is a creative work produced by one or more fans,
generally intended for other fans. A common defining phrase used

in fandom is “by fans for fans,” or something similar, though this definition
might incorporate other fan activity as well.

A fandom is a community of fans, participating in fanac and interacting in
some way, whether through discussions or creative works. The interaction
may be face-to-face at gatherings such as conventions, or written
communication, either off- or on-line.

Fanfiction (fanfic, fic) is a work of fiction written by fans for other fans,
taking a source text or a famous person as a point of departure. Fanfiction is
most commonly produced within the context of a fannish community and
can be shared online such as in archives or in print such as in zines. Fanfiction
is also written by fans in isolation, perhaps shared with a few friends or no
one at all. Writing fanfiction is an extremely widespread fannish activity;
millions of stories have been written,and thousands more are written daily.

Slash is a type of fanwork in which two (or more) characters of the same
sex or gender are placed in a sexual or romantic situation with each

other. Slash can also be a verb; to slash is to create a slash fanwork or

to interpret the chemistry between the characters in the source text as
homoerotic. The adjective form is slashy. Slash more commonly refers to
male/male pairings, with femslash being used more often to refer to female/
female scenarios.

Het (heterosexual) is a subgenre of romantic or erotic fanfiction. It can also
be used to describe other types of fanworks. The label het generally indicates
that a fanwork is focused on a heterosexual relationship or male/female
encounter.

Nisu: A kind of Internet trend. Female consumers fantasize male stars as
women. They can be sisters, wives and, of course, mommy etc. At this time,
women’s identity is a hypothetical man, and women substitute men’s identity
and enjoy the female body of male stars in spirit.

Mpreg (short for male pregnancy) is a plot device in which men
become pregnant. It occurs with some frequency in slash and very rarely
in het.

Omegaverse/Alpha/Beta/Omega or Alpha/Omega (occasionally Alpha/
Beta) is a kink trope wherein some or all people have defined biological
roles based on a hierarchical system, with the terms originating from animal

This document refers to “male”
and “female” as biological sex
characteristics, as distinct from
one’s gender identity as “man” or
“woman.”

“Fanwork.” Fanlore,
26 Mar. 2021, 01:22,
fanlore.org/wiki/Fanwork.

“Fandom.” Fanlore, 1 Mar.
2021, 11:01, fanlore.
org/wiki/Fandom.

“Fanfiction.” Fanlore,
2020, fanlore.org/wiki/
Fanfiction.

“Slash.” Fanlore, 1 Apr.
2021, fanlore.org/wiki/
Slash.

“Het.” Fanlore, 6 Jan.
2020, 21:29, fanlore.org/
wiki/Het.

“Mpreg.” Fanlore, Feb.
2021, fanlore.org/wiki/
Mpreg.

“Alpha/Beta/Omega.”
Fanlore, Mar. 2021,
fanlore.org/wiki/Alpha/
Beta/Omega.

behaviour research. There may be werewolf, knotting, or other animalistic
elements involved, or the characters may be otherwise purely human.

F/F: Female/Female relationships
F/M: Female/Male relationships

Gen (General): no romantic or sexual relationships, or relationships which
are not the main focus of the work

M/M: Male/Male relationships

Multi: More than one kind of relationship, or a relationship with multiple
partners

Works, Organization for
Transformative. “Archive
of Our Own Beta.” Archive
of Our Own, 25 Apr. 2021,
archiveofourown.org/.
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WHY | AM INTERESTED IN MALE PREGNANCY

ESSAY

MALE-PREGNANCY

Essay

Why | am interested in Mpreg?

The first time | got to know Mpreg is from gay romantic fanfic | read in my
teens. At that time, | didn't really understand why people enjoy that and
feminizing males made me feel wierd. As said in the fanfic community

“Mpreg is a rather polarizing genre even within fandom: Whereas some fans

really like it, many fans go out of their way to avoid it, and relatively few fans
are indifferent to it.” ! The extreme confusion in gender characteristics like
male pregnancy always makes people very reactive.

I have been actively writing since | was young, but | didn't write any fanfic
until I read fanfics for several years. Because at the beginning, | thought
fanfics were just a kind of fan entertainment and | should not spend to much
time on them. But after a period of contact with the fanfic community, |
realized that this is not just a superficial popular culture phenomenon. In
other words, female’s enthusiasm and devotion to this type of creation

has a deeper meaning. In my time as a fanfic writer, | have created for
several different fandoms, including English movies, comics, TV series and
Chinese fictions, as well as different relationship types, such as Female/
Female relationship, No-Sexual relationship, Male/Male relationship and multi
ones. I have gradually increased my number of readers in fandom and |
began to communicate with readers and other creators. In the process, |
realized that, like most female fanfic creators, | prefer to create Male/Male
relationship fanfics. | also started to enjoy fanfic novels with Mpreg plots,
and communicate with the creators and readers who also enjoy Mpreg. For
me personally, creating these kinds of plots for my favorite characters help
me reconcile myself with the fact that | am attracted to males, which often
causes me self-loathing. Because of some experiences in my childhood, |
had a hard time trusting males or treating males as similar people who can
communicate on an equal footing. | hated the fact that | was attracted to
men, and hoped | could be a lesbian.

As my age and personal consciousness increased simultaneously, it
became more and more difficult for me to accept many plots in traditional
heterosexual relationships, such as female characters moving towards
marriage, having sex with men, giving birth and so on. | can't stand a female
character becoming a “woman” in the traditional sense just because she is
attracted to a man. It seems like as long as you are attracted to men, as long
as you desire the attention and love of men, you will be disturbed and even
controlled by the male gaze. This is more obvious and more common in
the social environment of East Asia, and it makes me feel more self-loathing
towards myself and | can't put a woman’s romantic fantasy on men. | also write
female/female romantic fictions, but this still can't appease the heterosexual
part of me. Being attracted to the opposite sex and the resulting self-loathing
brings me a certain degree of confusion and pain.

It should be noted that as a native
Chinese speaker, the experiences
I have described here and below
are more based on the Chinese
fanfic community, but part of the
Chinese fanfic culture is deeply
influenced by English fanfic
community. | will point out if |
talk about the commonality of this
kind of communication below.

[1] “Mpreg.” Fanlore, Feb.
2021, fanlore.org/
wiki/Mpreg.

For me personally, creating

these kinds of plots for my
favorite characters help me
reconcile myself with the fact
that | am attracted to males,
which often causes me self-
loathing.
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However, writing fanfics gives me a different experience. When | am attracted
to a male character in a fandom, | don't have to fantasize about having a
romantic relationship with him as a female, but | can place him in the context
I have set up for the story to happen. At the same time, | realized that when
the object of my fantasy character is also a male, everything becomes more
acceptable. | can put some plots that | don't allow to happen to women on
men, such as pregnancy. This gave me a place where | could escape from
my social identity and place my erotic desires properly. | have noticed that
for creators and readers who enjoy similar plots as me, many stories about
men’s pregnancy are not about a happy family, but about the psychological
and physical struggles men endured during the pregnancy, much of which
will make males feel uncomfortable. A group of women scrambled to discuss
how to get a man to be used for pregnancy, which is hard to imagine for
many men. It's interesting to observe their reactions when | tell this to

my male friends, and from this | also realize that there is something more
interesting behind this “ridiculous hobby” of women.

A group of women scrambled to discuss how to
get a man to be used to pregnancy, which is
hard to imagine for many men. It’s interesting
to observe their reactions when | tell this to my
male friends, and from this | also realize that
there is something more meaningful behind this
“ridiculous hobby” of women.
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Why do females enjoy the fantasy of Mpreg?

%Archive of Our Own >

Fandoms Browse Search About

1- 20 of 56142 Works in Mpreg

+« Previous | 1 2 3 4 D 6 7/ 8 9 ... | 2807 2808 Next —

08 Apr 2021

Jackson Wang suddenly returns to Seoul from Hong Kong. Recently heartbroken, alone and carrying a surprise, it's really just good luck that
Jackson has such good friends, especially in Park Jinyoung, his old crush.

Thank God those feelings are behind him, right?
or: Jackson is pregnant. Jinyoung was an idiot about three years ago. The rest of the guys are just excited to become uncles.

Language: English Words: 52,701 Chapters: 22/24 Comments: 496 Kudos: 380 Bookmarks: 23 Hits: 8230

:Hearts of Stone: by RasberryDemon 09 Apr 2021

ﬁ @ Trollhunters - Daniel Kraus & Guillermo del Toro

Creator Chose Not To Use Archive Warnings, Draal/Jim Lake Jr. (Tales of Arcadia), Aaarrrgghh/Blinkous "Blinky" Galadrigal, Onesided
Bular/Jim Lake Jr. (Tales of Arcadia), Draal (Tales of Arcadia), Jim Lake Jr. (Tales of Arcadia), Aaarrrgghh (Tales of Arcadia), Toby Domzalski,
Claire Nufiez, Blinkous "Blinky" Galadrigal, Alpha/Beta/Omega Dynamics, Alpha Draal (Trollhunters), Omega Jim (Trollhunters),

In a Trollhunters AU far far away, Jim Lake Jr is the first human hybrid troll. Growing up he had always stayed in his house kept away from the
outside world. He was never allowed to go outside cause of his father, his mother had died when he was a child. His father treated him horribly
and constantly belittled him for who he was and manipulating him, One day when his father is out Jim is found by two trolls who follow an amulet
which has supposedly chosen him, and what is he to do when along the way he catches the eye of the old Trollhunter's son. Will Jim be able to

(Tolkien), Iminyé (Tolkien), Imin (Tolkien), EImo (Tolkien), Enelyé (Tolkien), Daeron (Tolkien), Mablung of Doriath, Nessa (Tolkien), Elros Tar-Minyatur,
Silmaril(s), Rumil of Tirion, Vairé the Weaver, Tata (Tolkien), Tatié (Tolkien), Miriel berindé | Miriel Serindé, Lenwé | Dan, Galadhon (Tolkien), Treebeard

| Fangorn, Malgalad, Olwé (Tolkien), Nimrodel (Tolkien), Irmo | Lérien, Celegorm | Turcafinwé, Oromé (Tolkien), Huan (Tolkien), Curufin | Curufinwé,
Ereinion Gil-galad, Thorondor (Tolkien), Meril-i-Turingi, Ingwé Ingweron, Annatar (Tolkien), Celebrimbor | Telperinquar, Haleth of the Haladin,
Celebrian (Tolkien), Gildor Inglorion, Nerdanel (Tolkien), Luthien Tindviel, Melian (Tolkien), Elu Thingol | Elwé Singollo, Timeskips, is ancalagon
maedhros' and sauron's horror-baby? quite possibly, didn't think elven family trees could be more complicated? Do | Have News For You, Eldar/Avari
divide, Disregards Laws and Customs Among the Eldar, Maiar & Valar, Elf/Vala Relationship(s), Trans Male Character, Trans Female Character, Nonbinary
Character, Asexual Character, Dubious Consent, Non-Chronological, Soul Bond, Mpreg, but like...spiritual/metaphysical

There was already an oath that controlled elves before the one Féanor made in FA 1495. One that drove the Eldar from Cuiviénen and gave them hope for a
new life; one that enabled the Valar to exert greater control than ever before; one that took all semblance of choice and control from fourteen elves in
return for the greater good.

"Then Manwé said to the Valar: 'This is the counsel of Ilivatar in my heart: that we should take up again the mastery of Arda, at whatsoever cost, and
deliver the Quendi from the shadow of Melkor." Then Tulkas was glad; but Aulé was grieved, foreboding the hurts of the world that must come of that
strife." (J.R.R. Tolkien, The Silmarillion)

Fifteen elves swear to bear children for the Valar in exchange for the protection of their race, and thus the Maiar come into being. This story follows the
ramifications of that choice from the Years of the Trees through the Fifth Age of Middle-Earth.

2% Hi, laoshan07!
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Why do females enjoy male
pregnancy? Maybe we can
start with gay romance,
which is almost the only way
for males to get pregnant in
females fanfic work.

Why do females enjoy the fantasy of Mpreg? Maybe we can start with gay
romance, which is almost the only way for males to get pregnant in females
fanfic work. According to the largest fanfic and female fantasy archive
website Archive of Our Own (AQ3), there are 47886 Mpreg works in Male/
Male relationship category, while only 6797 works in Female/Male relationship
category and all the rest of the other categories are only about 5000 in total 2/,
Mpreg is obviously often used as a method of feminizing men in Male/Male
relationships.

[2] Works, Organization
for Transformative.
“Archive of Our Own
Beta.” Archive of Our
Own, archiveofourown.
org/tags/Mpreg/works.
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MALE-PREGNANCY

What Worhen Wan

(g Zomarce

Therefore, as we can see from the interviews of female gay romance writers
in the documentary What Women Want: Gay Romance directed by Charlie
David, female readers (most of whom are sexually attracted to males) enjoy
gay romance for the following reasons: 1. There are too many male gazes

in heterosexual romance works. 2. Readers don't need to bring in female
protagonists when reading gay romance, they can escape from the gender
dynamics of real life. 3. Instead of presupposing that you are a female in a
romantic relationship, you are free to substitute the perspectives of both
parties in gay romance. 4. It gives women space to have agency to hold their
lives Bl In the early analysis of Slash related theory in the late 1980s and
early 1990s, many scholars also argued that Slash was a feminist subject. For
example, Joanna Russ proudly declared that Slash is a “pornographic novel
written by women and women as the audience” 1.

A
i

There are too many male
gazes in heterosexual
romance works.

Readers don’t need to bring
in female protagonists when
reading gay romance, they
can escape from the gender
dynamics of real life.

Instead of presupposing that
you are a female in a romantic
relationship, you are free to

substitute the perspectives of
both parties in gay romance.

It gives women space to have
agency to hold their lives.
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G
109X-Files.

1 2 Chinese actor, Singer, Shunxi Zeng
3 4 Image3 from Weibo: 109X-Files
Image4 from Joseph Studio Official

With the popularity and development of this gay romance, more and more
feminine male settings are appearing in such creations. For example, the omega

setting in Omegaverse, where men can get pregnant, give birth to breasts, etct®:

This trend is not only found in fanfic writing, but even more so in some of the
terms used in the fan community and in the appellations given to male stars or
fictional characters. Especially in the Chinese fan community, feminizing males
is all the rage!®. This kind of “feminization” does not necessarily imply that the
subject behave in a traditionally feminine way (e.g. feminine in temperament,
soft voice, etc.). Rather, these women in the fanfic community are keen to use
the words that men use to discuss women to evaluate these male subjects, such
as “fuckable thicc”, virtuous wife etc. As well as, more specific descriptions and
imagery of some scenes. For example, a slightly bulging belly and softened lines
can be said to be pregnant, and a sexy look that exposes the breasts can be said
to look like sluts®. It can be found that the some traits used by females in fanfic
community for fantasy creations are very different from the traditional attractive
masculine traits.

5 Chinese actor, Hao Qin

[5] “Alpha/Beta/Omega.”

[6]

Fanlore, Mar. 2021,
fanlore.org/wiki/
Alpha/Beta/Omega.

Zeng, Yuli. “When
Female Fans Call
Male Stars ‘Wife’:
Female Appeal behind
the Phenomenon

of ‘Nisu.’” The
Paper, 31 Mar.

2021, www.thepaper.
cn/newsDetail_
forward_11939260.

P HEDIA I
Oramonologue in A|exandﬂﬁj_-g;

Janke fur wﬁwmungsvollen Ab

! ﬂ}qhu

6 German actor, Lars Eidinger 9 English musician, Jarvis 11 British musician and actor,
7 10 Branson Cocker Carl Ashley Raphael Barat
8 12 German singer, Mark Seibert

This kind “feminization” does not necessarily
imply that the subject behave in a
traditionally feminine way. Rather, these
women in fanfic community are keen to
use the words that men use to discuss
women to evaluate these male subjects.
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MALE-PREGNANCY

However, because this type of feminized male writing often replaces the
female position in heterosexual romance novels with a man, and lacks female
characters. Some female audiences see this discourse as the dwarfing of
women’s egos and the worship of men. In some of these fanfic writings, there
is indeed a tendency to favor men and squeeze women out!®l. According to
Xiging Zheng, a researcher at the Institute of Literature, Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences, “There is a hesitation between stereotyping and promoting
gender hierarchy and creating an atmosphere of equal intimacy. ” At the same
time, she points out that this hesitation and compromise will have different
values and meanings in different contexts and in the eyes of different people.
We should not rush to give a “progressive” or “‘conservative”, “idealized” or

“‘corny” label. Instead, we should see how these authors and readers translate

the realities of sexism and inequality into the stories of their favorite characters
in the same situation, and how they hesitate and reflect in the process!”.

It is because this vague and hesitant attitude exists in feminine male contexts
that | hope to be able to express my own point through my thesis work,
especially since | am part of this community. | want more female fanfic
audiences to be able to gain autonomy in this process, and establish that
they hold the power in this relationship between the gaze and the gazed
upon, and to emphasize this point.

It is because this vague and
hesitant attitude exists in
feminine male contexts

t

t

nat | hope to be able to

express my own point

hrough my thesis work,

especially since | am part of
this community.

| want more female fanfic
audiences to be able to
gain autonomy in this

process,

and establish that

they hold the power in this
relationship between the
gaze and the gazed upon,
and to emphasize this point.
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In my opinion, it's not
essentially “feminizing
males”, rather it can be
second-sexing males.
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In my opinion, it's not essentially “feminizing males”, rather it can be second-
sexing males, where women objectify men according to females’ taste. It
resembles a kind of “homoerotic revenge”. Women use the contexts and
vocabulary that have been developed in patriarchal societies to express their
desire to gaze at and manipulate males, creating a dissolution of the original
male gaze. Females use “feminine terms” to “demote” or even “humiliate”
men, such as “easy girl”, “slutty little mother”, "defenseless beauty”, etc. It
must be said that many of these keywords are very popular in male oriented
pornography®, and some female fanfic writers as well as some female fans
are keen to use these words on the men they appreciate. At this point these
female fans’ fondness is no longer about worshipping a man’s masculinity, but
about enjoying the thrill of gazing at and manipulating a male.

There are also some female fans who are in the mindset of praising you with my
gender. In a 2021 article analyzing this phenomenon of feminized masculinity
in the Chinese fan community, it was noted that “He is still a man, but in this
imaginary relationship, fans are willing to share with him and to ‘protect’ him.
As one blogger wrote, ‘feminized masculinity, redefining sister ...... you are my
sister with whom | share, you are ourselves. A sister, | put all the trials and
tribulations and love that a girl needs to go through in the world with you.
Sister, sister. From now on, you hurt and so do I. .....”" ®t is difficult to isolate
most heterosexual females from being attracted to men, but because of
discomfort with the real-life gender environment, female fans are appreciate
males in their “true” gender. Instead, placing them in a fantasy female identity
is safer and easier to empathize with, and prevents being triggered by real life.

In any case, this fondness of female fans for male figures is a way to pull men
down from the position of the dominant gender and become individuals
equal to females or even further place them in the position of the second sex
to gaze at them. It's important to remember that female fans have gained

the power to pull these men down from dominance. They do not neet to
assimilate themselves into the male group, or even stand against women, in
order to gain some fantasy of equal position and love.

In any case, this fondness of
female fans for male figures is

a way to pull men down from
the position of the dominant
gender and become individuals
equal to females or even further
place them in the position of
the second sex to gaze at them.
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Why chose Mpreg as a topic to explore second-sexualized?

09 Feb 2020

ﬁ Through All the Stars I Can See by KRISwhitekillerchic
‘”fﬁ @ Star Wars - All Media Types

Creator Chose Not To Use Archive Warnings, Obi-Wan Kenobi/Anakin Skywalker, Anakin Skywalker | Darth Vader, Obi-Wan Kenobi, Sheev Palpatine |
Darth Sidious, Ahsoka Tano, Darth Maul, Mace Windu, Padmé Amidala, Top Anakin Skywalker, Submissive Obi-Wan Kenobi, Arranged Marriage,
Alpha/Beta/Omega Dynamics, Mpreg, Emperor Darth Sidious, Dark Lord Vader, Poor Jedi Council, Eventual Smut, Alternate Universe - Canon

Di nce

HAEERBARFEABNAG, ATREATE, FEMILAQTRRENE. MPTEAEGINSRAEFHA, MELGL2NEMR T, EEIEEEEL.

Language: H3-EEIE B:E Words: 73,060 Chapters: 15/18 Comments: 78 Kudos: 317 Bookmarks: 32 Hits: 6031

03 Jun 2019

ﬁ B A 2> by Sovakieee
':'ﬁ Captain America (Movies), The Avengers (Marvel Movies)

Tony Stark, Pepper Potts, Wanda Maximoff, Thor (Marvel), Darcy Lewis, Nick Fury, Alpha/Beta/Omega Dynamics, Omega Bucky Barnes, Alpha Steve
Rogers, Sex, Mpreg, Past Torture, Hurt/Comfort, Blood and Violence, Happy Ending, Alternate Universe - Modern Setting, IRZEFZHXtE

IZiREIS R, BEERRETHRIMT —KEREEHNESR, SMETElomegahbZEN7TAE, tELIEERKEEETXERT, LEHMNERENBEEETF, &
EURTHFERE, TE—HEENAFEE NERRS T TEMRHER".

Language: XX -Ei@iE E:E Words: 87,359 Chapters: 15/15 Comments: 4 Kudos: 347 Bookmarks: 51 Hits: 6887

28 Jan 2017

m Revenge by Endless (Josiechung)
“ Marvel Cinematic Universe, Marvel (Movies)

Omega Tony Stark, alpha howard stark, Howard Stark's Bad Parenting, Physical Abuse, Verbal Abuse, Dark Steve Rogers, Dark Tony Stark, Dark
Howard Stark, Z—EREi%k, Howard/Tonyigk, Si&/SMAERE, KBEEAMTH, mEABEM, Out of Character, Mpreg, RMERZ, ZHiPlay, I4E, |
Can't Believe | Wrote This, Dirty Talk

Language: A -E&EIE EiE Words: 73,098 Chapters: 23/23 Collections: 1 Comments: 51 Kudos: 659 Bookmarks: 46 Hits: 21811

07 May 2021

[6f Tt by Yellowisdevil
“ fBpAaEs | Royal Nirvana (TV)

Rape/Non-Con, HELE/FEMN, BOEMN, ¥ - Relationship, FELE, FEMN, Ratings: R, Father/Son Incest, Implied Mpreg, Implied/Referenced
Abortion, family trauma, Family Issues, Unresolved Emotional Tension, Religious Imagery & Symbolism, Japanese Mythology & Folklore, Manipulative
Relationship, Depressive Son, Manipulative Father, Top!Father, Bottom!Son, Daddy Issues, Creepy Family, Alternate Universe - Modern Setting

KTFHRETES, MBRRFEE.

Language: H3-EZi@iE EiE Words: 5,165 Chapters: 1/1 Hits: 18

Images from Archive of
Our Own, archiveofourown.
org/tags/Mpreg/works.

According to the kudos and hits,
these fanfics are quite popular in
the fandoms.

Pregnancy and parenting
usually are regarded as the
most natural responsibility
of being a female. Placing
such a feminine setting on
a traditionally masculine
character will create a great
contrast with his position of
power in the real world.

On the one hand, as | mentioned in the first part, | chose Mpreg out of my
personal preferences and experiences, and delving into this topic is also

a personal exploration of my own. On the other hand, in the process of
reading and writing about the setting, | found some commonalities. Through
my research in AO3 tag category, | found that, in Chinese fanfics under
Mpreg tags, Mperg is often put together with some cultural context that

is regarded as traditional dross. Such as feudal families, polygamy, wife
sharing in a family and forced to be a tool for pregnancy, etc, which are often
used as tools by the patriarchal society to brainwash and oppress women.
Female fanfic creators are keen to apply the shackles that these men once
placed on females to male characters, and enjoy thesel?, while pregnancy
is an extreme manifestation of feminizing males. Pregnancy and parenting
usually are regarded as the most natural responsibility of being a female,
and the ultimate destiny is also a part of the individual suffering. So placing
such a feminine setting on a traditionally masculine character will create a
great contrast with his position of power in the real world, giving his fate an
unimaginable blow, which obviously gives satisfaction to the females who
enjoy gazing at men.
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LITTLE MOMMY WAR

EXPLORATION

MALE-PREGNANCY

What was going to be the final delivery?

Little Mommy War

(=} ES
DouBanOMG
[3

El]E[lﬁ—

Iﬂlﬂ.‘i-'!LE

BN I LITTLE MLIMMY WAR

g

B R R R (B 21 )

Images from https://
www . douban.com/group/
topic/163212619/

wh krmy Hanged Emmett Till's Dad!

Ennhdenhal

'ISMHMTHIM

il pnOoTION
PICTURE

The visual exploration of this topic began with an
online competition “Little Mommy War 2020”, which
imitated the typical female beauty contest, voting

to select the most popular and attractive male little
mommy. Then | collected the final contest results
and put the winners with their most popular mommy
styling in an old fashioned entertainment magazine.
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BODY TRANSFORMATION

EXPLORATION

MALE-PREGNANCY

Body Transformation

For the body reference, | purchased a male body
model, which | shot on video to document how |
was going to transform the body. | thought the act

itself had a symbolic meaning, in that |, as a woman,

became the dominant actor in the video. It also
made me think more about how to interact with the
object, which in turn gave rise to some subsequent
forms of work.
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FABRIC

EXPLORATION
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Fabric

In the Omegaverse, it is very popular that a pregnant
man will need soft fabric with the pheromone of

his lover to stabilize his emotions®. The traditional
male figure will show a vulnerable side in this setting.
Therefore, | experimented with soft textiles to explore
whether this traditionally feminine material can
create a strong visual contrast with some masculine
items (e.g. knives, cigarettes, etc.).

[9] Jumpér ef. “What Is
Omegaverse?: Wiki:|BxB
Roleplay: Amino.”|BxB
Roleplay Aminoapps.com,
AminoApps, 6 Jan. 2018,
aminoapps.com/c/yaoi-
rp-6/page/item/what-is-
omegaverse/4YxK_1lmTvI2
EmlxnPgxb1Ne2M3aQOg6LK
b#:~:text=Omegaverse%20
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Sculpture and Exhibition

The first part is an exhibition in a real physical space. Women'’s gaze and
desire tend to stay in a fantasy world, and the male’s gaze and desire are
more threatening and fearful to women'’s feelings in real life. Female gaze is
not threatening in the eyes of men and men can just igonre it easily. At the
same time, these fantasy works created by females are always considered
subcultural, poor quality, even pornographic, and not decent to appear in
public. Therefore | want a formal physical space to make these to be seen.

Research

J'PECULATIVE
EVERYTHING

DEU'IGN, FICTION, AND JOCIAL DREAMING

My works through the thesis
can be divided into three parts,
and eaCh pal‘t I‘epl’esents one Ai Hasegawa, I WANNA DELIVER A SHARk,2021

S f M M | was inspired by Ai Hasegawa's work. When we speculate about an
Op l n I O n O m l n e O n p reg . idea, it would be meaningful to actually bring it to life. Ai's work is a very
realistic model of a body carrying a shark and explaining how it works, ANTHONY DUNNE & FIONA RABY
making it feel like a real technology. | also wanted to have the effect of
bringing the pregnant man’s body to life to allow the viewer to confront
the desires that women project onto pregnant men in the fanfic writing.

But in the process of trying, | realized that,
considering the cost, it would be difficult for me to
make a model with such a degree of refinement,
and perhaps digital modeling would be a more
economical choice. However, | felt it was very
important to bring it to a realistic physical space.
Maybe | didn't need to focus on the sculpture

so much. Therefore, | started to think about the
relationship between this sculpture and the space,
what | want to design is not only a sculpture, but an
exhibition space to give people the feeling, a visual
atmosphere. In this space, | wanted to emphasize
the discomfort of being watched, of being gazed
at. While you are standing in the empty space, you
feel like you are disturbed by something invisible. |
wanted to use something to express being seen,
Installation view of First Papers of being watched, being objectified, and started
Surrealism exhibition, showing Marcel sketching with this concept.

Duchamp’s His Twine 1942

Gelatin silver print

John D. Schiff
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Eyes

Male Pregnancy

Second-sex
Omega
Mummy
Beauty

Female Gaze

Non-Con
Abuse
Violence
Feminization
Fuckable
Dom-Sub
Trauma
Torture
Captivity
Kidnapping

Prostitution

Comfort
Abortion
Manipulate
Depression
Bloody
Depravity
Seduce
Rape

llleagle

| chose words to typographically compose the eyes.
When the eyes look at the pregnant male body in the
middle, what is shown in the eyes is not the pregnant
male himself, but the narrative of the owner of these
eyes about the pregnancy, which contrasts with the
form of the pregnant male body and emphasizes
that the pregnant male in this space comes from

the narrative and fantasy of the woman, which is not
actually related to the real pregnant males. (There
should be some trigger warnings in the space.)

| used some common character or plots settings to
form the shape of the outer circle, while the inner
circle is the core of the work “female gaze”. | used
some of the descriptors that are popular on the AO3
related to Mpreg work to form the black part of the
eyes. | focused more on the desire for manipulation
and power in the female gaze, so my choice of words
was more radical and immoral. Just as many men
have sexual fantasies that go against morality, in
some fanfic and romantic fantasy, women do the
same to men.
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Process

Paper mashed clay,
bandage, metal mesh.

plaster

Thanks to my friend Yang Liu
(MICA Rinehart 2021), for his
guidance and technical support.

| tried to create an atmosphere with a sense of eerie
oppression by using the grotesque giant eyeballs
hanging and the pale plaster texture. Because women'’s
enthusiasm for a subject like male pregnancy also
reflects a desire to stare and destroy, just as men do to
women in real life. | hope that the cisgender men who
enter this space will feel an uncomfortable atmosphere
which is contrary to their nomal experience.
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Paper mashed clay, plaster
bandage, wax, balloons
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Brochure

The second part is a brochure for pregnant males. Because

there are many setting differences in Mpreg novels. For

example, how a man gets pregnant, whether he has a vagina

and a uterus, whether he is able to get pregnant from a

congenital deformity or an acquired artificial transformation,

or even a kind of malicious enslavement that turns him into a

surplus tool. From the details of the setting, we can feel the | £ ‘
author’s attitude towards Mpreg. That's why I'm going to try “ -‘

to build my own setting about Mpreg as an author, which will ' ‘ 2 57
show my attitude and opinion about Mpreg, and what | want o ' ,

to convey to my audience. Image from -1ins:
Pregnancyplanet_.

Pregnant fathersin charge

RESEARCH ARTICLE
Evolution of male pregnancy associated
with remodeling of canonical vertebrate
immunity in seahorses and pipefishes

PARTHENOGENESIS

Gene cooption without duplication during the.
evolution of a male-pregnancy gene in pipefish

| also consulted professional
academic papers because

| wanted to make the
audience feel that thisis a
real possibility. | also referred
to some popular settings in
fanfic writing, such as the
possibility of implanting a
full set of female genitalia
for body modification.
Because of the fantasy ideal
setting, the entire booklet
uses a dreamy hazy style.

BROCHURE

EBODY OF WORK

Image from Google.
Parthenogenesis, Ruichao Jiang, 2019

| combined Mpreg with a previous project | was working on, Women still have full reproductive rights, and men
Parthenogenesis, which talks about the setting in which two become subordinate to this process. They even need
female oocyte can form a fertilized egg and develop, and the to compete with pregnancy for the woman's egg
male becomes less necessary in the reproductive species. cells, thus transferring this painful process to the male.
This further contributes to the return of reproductive rights This setting represents a flip-flopping of reproductive
to women exclusively, where reproduction itself is a female power, but in real life, oppression comes from multiple
right. It also contributed to the reproductive crisis of men, sources, so this is a fantasy ideal. And as | set out in
who, after realizing that they had no access to the female this brouchure, procreation is the root of gender, and
womb, had to think of alternatives, such as male pregnancy. gender only has its ultimate meaning when we discuss
Such pregnancies are artificial, but men still need access to procreation. So this reversal of the fertility setting is an
egg cells to accomplish this. ultimate reversal of gender.

MALE-PREGNANCY
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This document
refers to “male”
and “female” as
biological sex
characteristics,
as distinct from
one’s gender
identity as “man”
or “woman.”

Male:

the biological

sex that typically
produces relatively
small, usually
motile gametes
which fertilize the
eggs of a female.

Female:

the biological
sex that typically
produces eggs.




What Is Male Pregnancy?

Male pregnancy is an
assisted reproductive
technology that helps
people who weren’t
born with a female
reproductive system
get pregnant.

It is suitable for
healthy males aged

25-45 who have legal
€gg resourses.

In various animal species, including
syngnathid fish (seahorses and
pipefish), the male organism is
responsible for the development of
embryos. The male sea horse has

a specialized brooding structure

in which the embryos are aerated,
protected, and nourished. Although
human males have no natural system
for supporting embryo development,
male pregnancy can now be achieved
through in vitro fertilization, artificial
uterus implantation, and an embryo-
brain interaction system.

As this technology is further utlized
and test, the cost of implementing it
will gradually reduce and the safety
will increase, giving more males the
opportunity to experience pregnancy.

Why Choose Male Pregnancy?

Redistribute Family
Responsibilities

With more and more women taking
part in paid work opportunities, the
burden of pregnancy and child care
is added to other life responsibilities,
leading to dropping birth rates

in many parts of the world. Male
pregnancy provides new possibilities
for the distribution of labor in
traditional families and gives fathers
the opportunity to be pregnant

and raise babies by themselves. In
particular, it provides a new way to
solve the contradiction for the families
whose incomes are dominated by
females. At the same time, in families
with female infertility problems,
male pregnancy offers a humanized
and helpful assisted reproduction
technology.

Offer Fertility
Options for Diverse
Families

% ¥

Total Fertility Rate Projections (World)
0
1950-1955 2040-2045

Median hourly wages, by gender, 19802045

Man's median hourly wages

Women's median hourly wages

1980 2045

Gender identity, gender roles, and
family structures are varied and fluid.
For gay families and transgender
families, male pregnancy can provide
a new outlook on childbearing.
Transgender women or nonbinary
people who were assigned male at
birth may wish to experience the
adventure and responsibility of
pregnancy. Men may wish to abandon
traditional gender roles and realize
their potential as pregnant people,
while females may wish to share this
burden with others.




Redistribute
Reproductive
Power

Approval of Parthenogenesis among
citizens (%), 2019-2045

100

10

2019 2045
Females who have willings to use Parthenogenesis
technology (%), 2040
Heterosexual @ Non-heterosexual
Global Male Birthrate (%), 2019-2045

60

30

2019 2045

In a certain species, if one sex limits
the reproductive success of the

other, the other sex may evolve traits
enhancing its intrasexual competitive
potential and/or attractiveness to the
other sex. For example, seahorses and
pipefish (Syngnathidae) have reversed
sex roles with regard to embryo care,
as stated above.

Male pregnancy technologies anticipate
the expansion of parthenogenesis,
reproduction by the development

of an unfertilized gamete, usually
female. Parthenogenesis is common
among lower plants and invertebrate
animals. As this process extends to
humans via new technologies, sperm
will no longer be necessary for human
reproduction. By placing reproductive
power completely in the hands of
women, parthenogenesis will lead to
greater competition among males.

Male pregnancy technology can help
men improve their reproductive
competitiveness and ease the pressure
of competition. Statistical data

show that in gender selection, men
with male pregnancy intentions are
20% more likely to be selected by
heterosexual partners than those
without such intentions. At the same
time, research shows that men who
have such intentions have higher
family happiness after marriage.

Furthermore, many males desire to
conceive and cultivate an intimate
bond with their offspring. The desire
to bear children is no longer limited to
the female sex, and males can express
their desire openly.

100

10

Professor Jiang with her research about

PARTHENOGENESIS

parthenogenesis, 2019.

Laboratory sample No.1, 2019

2019

Approval of reproductive technology
among citizens (%), 20192045

Parthenogenesis

Mpreg

2045

The likelihood of males being selected by
females (heterosexual partners)

100
10
Males with male Males without male
prenancy intentions prenancy intentions
Well-being Index (heterosexual partners)
100

10

Males without male
prenancy intentions

Males with male
prenancy intentions

Males who have willings to use Male Pregnancy
technology (%), 2040

Heterosexual Non-heterosexual



How Can Males Get Pregnant?

Submit Applications

1. Check the table to see if you have
the conditions for male pregnancy.
Especially if there is a legal source of
egg cells.

Usually, the ability of one partner
to produce egg cells naturally is the
basis for the use of reproductive
assistance techniques. Even in the
case of male pregnancy techniques,
the involvement of egg cells is still
required. If the applicant is unable
to provide naturally occurring egg
cells, the applicant will need to seek
assistance from the appropriate
agency and any illegal acquisition
of egg cells is strictly prohibited.

2. After confirming the conditions,
you can download the male fertility
application form from the website or
you can contact your family doctor or
local fertility clinic to complete the
application.

3. Select qualified medical institutions
to submit the form, and conduct further
review and physical examination.

The doctor will check the applicant’s
physical condition and fitness for male
pregnancy and further communicate
the different ways in which male
pregnancy can be achieved (see next
page for more details). Also, the
doctor will need to check the applicant’s
hormone levels to determine if
hormonal intervention should be
performed prior to conception.

Meet Reproductive
Doctors

4. Meet a professional reproductive
doctor and talk about your
pregnant plan. Please follow the
instructions of the doctor. Turn

to the next page to view what to
expect after meeting a doctor.
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Taking Care of a Pregnant Male.

Stomach
Intestine
Artificial

Uterus
Artificial

Umbilical
Cord

Penis

Testis

Spine

Artificial
Nerve

Rectum

Anus

Eat healthy foods.

Eating healthy foods is especially
important for pregnant women.
Your baby needs nutrients to grow
healthy and strong in the womb.
Eat plenty of colorful fruits and
vegetables, whole grains, calcium-
rich foods and foods low in
saturated fat.

Don’t drink alcohol.

Don'’t drink alcohol before and
during pregnancy and while
breastfeeding. Drinking alcohol
increases the risk of having a baby
with fetal alcohol spectrum disorder
(FASD). FASD can cause abnormal
facial features, severe learning
disabilities and behavioral issues.

Alcohol can impact a baby’s health
in the earliest stages of pregnancy,

Take a dally prenatal before a male may know he is

. . pregnant. Therefore, male who may
vitamin. become pregnant also should not
drink alcohol.
Taking a daily prenatal

multivitamin can help ensure you
get the right amount of the key .
nutrients you and your baby need Don t Smoke :
during pregnancy. These include
folic acid, iron and calcium. Smoking is unhealthy for you and
your unborn child. It increases
the risk of sudden infant death
syndrome (SIDS), premature
Stay hYdrated . birth, miscarriage and other poor
outcomes.
A pregnant male’s body needs more
water than it did before pregnancy.
Aim for eight or more cups each day.

Get a flu shot.

The flu can make a pregnant woman

Get plenty ()f Sleep . very sick and increase risks of

complications for your baby. The flu

Ample sleep (7 to 9 hours) is shot can protect you from serious
important for you and your baby. illness and help protect your baby
Try to sleep on your left side to after birth, too. Ask your doctor
improve blood flow. about getting a flu shot.

10




What Partners Need to Know.

A pregnant male

needs need more
accompany from
his partners.

Make sure your partner
have enough time to
stay with you everyday.
It is dangerous to leave
a pregnant male alone
because they are easily
to feel unsecurity and
pressure, which will
increase the risk of lost
baby. If it is impossible,
make sure there is
someone else can take
care of pregnant man.

A pregnant male
may be interested
in soft and warm
fabrics.

Do not feel disturbed, this is a normal phenomenon caused by hormonal
changes. Pregnant male may also have the feeling of wanting to wrap
yourself in something soft, as pregnancy instincts drive a pregnant male to
find a warm and safe place. Prepare something you like at home, make sure
they are safe, then you can seek comfort in when you feel the need.

11




The Mpreg process and technical
details are referenced to real
women’s pregnancies and are
fictionalized by myself.

The setting about pregnant
men relying on soft textiles and
partners is based on a popular
setting in Omegaverse.

The content on page 8 is from
https://brighamhealthhub.
org/12-ways-to-stay-healthy-
during-pregnancy/.
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Paper Dolls

Paper dolls are often regarded as little girls’ toys, and the
themes are often limited to beautiful girls and family life. |
made paper dolls with the theme of Mpreg, in order to show
that these pregnant men can also be used as toys for girls,
and become the object of girls’ games and fantasies. The
interactive approach emphasizes the relationship between
subject and object, play and being played.

WHO ARE THEY?
Patten Beard Prosents
Peter Pan’s Movie Confest
Fifty Dollars in Prizes

The plot of this paper dolls’ story is designed according to an
Mpreg story | wrote. The story is about a pregnant man but

his lover has disappeared due to an important secret mission,

and everyone thinks it is impossible for his lover to return. He
couldn’t give up his lover, so he decided to go to the Tomb
of The Sea to rescue his lover even if he is alone. The heavy
body makes it inconvenient to move, and harsh environment
and dangerous adventures may harm the only baby his lover
and he have.

At different stages of the story, | prepared different items and
scenes for the main character, and the audience can place

the character in different scenes and wear different clothes.
I hope to continue this project and perfect different scenes
and props.

BUNNY & BOBBY
HOPPER

PAPER DOLLS
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TOMB OF THE SEA

His lover has disappeared due to an important
secret mission, and everyone thinks it is
impossible for his lover to return. He couldn’t
give up his lover, so he decided to go to the
Tomb of The Sea to rescue his lover even if
he is alone. The heavy body makes it
inconvenient to move, and harsh environment
and dangerous adventures may harm the
only baby his lover and he have. Lover, baby,
life, death, struggling destiny, how does he
choose..what will he do..

PHARMACIE
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The fanfic writing of the
paper dolls background
story is based on Tomb of
The Sea by Xu Lei.

The 1image of the character
is based on Wu Xie (acted

by Qin Hao) 1in Tomb of The
Sea (TV).

The Original images of
clothing and accessories

from Google search. Because of covid-19 shutdown
and scheduling reasons, I did not
The Tactical Baby Carrier, have the opportunity to make the

Tactical Baby Gear and
The Original Milk Snob
are from TBG (https://
tacticalbabygear.com/)

paper dolls into physical objects
and interact with more people, |
will further improve this series in
the future.
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